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We found the Irrigation Officer at our camp when
we got back and had a long discussion with him.
He was not very willing to accept suggestions, as
he had already decided to disapprove of our small
protective banks and of the supply depot causeway,
both of which he regarded as waste of time and
labour. He was convinced at last, but not until it
was time to attend the evening meeting in the big
marquee., and we were all tired out and rather bad-
tempered. What Pollard suggested and what was
eventually decided was that the only way to bridge
the two-mile gap of slush was to fill sand-bags with
dry earth at a point just short of the old Euphrates
bed, and to lay them across it in two lines to make
a kind of double causeway, as it were sapping across
to the farther side. Three hundred and fifty
thousand sand-bags would be wanted, which meant
that each of our two thousand five hundred men
would have to make a hundred and forty journeys
over a gradually increasing distance of anything up
to two miles. The bags would in the first place
have to be filled and stacked as near the starting-
point as possible, so as not to increase the carry more
than absolutely necessary.
We calculated that with our new organisation the
light section of the bund which we were throwing
up to start with would reach the Euphrates bed in
two days, so that we had this time in which to pre-
pare for filling the sand-bags. With the help of
Naidu Babu, Pollard's best Indian surveyor, I
marked out two great V-shaped lines, one behind
the other, at chainage 37,500, the last point where
the ground was really dry- Along the arms of these
two Vs, where the sand-bags were to be filled and
stacked, we made a line of small borrow-pits cor-